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versatiou with a Quaker with whom he was well
acquainted, upon a railway train in New Hamp-
shire. His friend told him he was on his way
to contract for a lot of oak timber which he had
reason to suppose would be used in the construc-
tion of a ship of war at the Kittery navy yard, and
he showed that the matter was worrying his con-
science as a Friend, and hoped for some word from
Mr. Whittier that would quiet the troublesome
monitor. But Whittier saw that his friend had
fully decided to supply the timber, and had a mind
to tease him; so he argued against the transac-
tion, and brought out with much force the incon-
sistency of a Friend's supplying timber for such
a terrible weapon of war. Before they parted his
friend began to show uneasiness about the matter,
but was reassured as Mr. Whittier bade him faro-
well, by the remark, " My friend, if tbeo does fur-
nish any of that timber thee spoke of, be sure that
it is all sound! " That Quaker timber was in the
stout ribs of the "Kearsarge," when she circled
about the doomed " Alabama," off Cherbourg, in
the most picturesque naval combat of modern
times.

TO HARRIET M. PITMAN.

Otli mo., 18(54,

I intended when I left Providence to have writ-
ten thee before this, but I found sister Elizabeth
on my arrival home very ill indeed, and she has
been so most of the time since. I am more dis-
couraged than ever about her. . . . Another of the
old landmarks of the past has been removed. My
old schoolmaster, Joshua Coffin, died last week.